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OM Scott – Marysville Worker Exposure Reconstruction
2/18/10 Status Update Teleconference:  Final Minutes


Present:  


EPA:  
B. Benson, D. Berry


Volpe:  A. Castelli (only for beginning)

UC:  
T. Hilbert, J. Lockey, C. Rice, L. Stayner

Minutes:


Final minutes from 1/14/10 teleconference were distributed via email on 2/11/10.


Status of DOJ document review:  


C. Rice reported that review of all DOJ materials is complete.  UC is now standardizing and grouping the data.  It was estimated that this task is approximately 80% complete.  

B. Benson indicated he has completed his review of the Libby trial transcript and has not uncovered any information pertinent to our project.


Status of Action Items:

J. Lockey reported that he has not yet received the requested plant layout and engineering changes from Scotts.  (update:  on 2/26/10, Scotts indicated they would have the materials to us shortly).


Regarding our search for shipping records to identify a beginning Marysville exposure date, B. Benson has discovered that there is a warehouse in Libby with WRG records that were not included in the trial.  However, the EPA does not have the authority to compel WRG to release the records.

UC indicated that the plan for populating the JEM was on track for a 3/1/10 date.


Discussion with Leslie Stayner:

B. Benson welcomed L. Stayner to the project and the two discussed the proposed models.  L. Stayner suggested that use of Cox Regression Model is usually limited to survival analysis and may not be appropriate for this project.  It was agreed that the assessment should include a method to capture the uncertainty of the exposure estimate.


EPA questions/comments:

B. Benson asked that his draft RfC document be reviewed with three particular questions in mind:  1)  Is the presentation clear? 2) Are the statistical methods applied appropriately? 3) Is discrete pleural thickening the appropriate health endpoint?


D. Berry reported that historic samples of Libby amphibole, as well as those from Virginia and South Africa, provided by J. Lockey would be tested by the EPA and the results reported when available.

Volpe comments:  


None


Other:

UC reported that in order to gain additional information in several areas, two focus groups were planned on 3/20 with the Marysville health study participants.  These focus groups will be coordinated through the health study.  They should provide much needed information regarding plant lay-out and changes over time, including engineering controls, historical pattern of task rotations within jobs from 1957 to 1980, time spent in key tasks/jobs and work location at the plant site, amount of overtime associated with different jobs, and when/if face masks or respirators were used during these tasks.  


Next meeting scheduled for 3/31/10 @ 3:00 pm EST



